APC Microbiome Institute partners with DuPont Nutrition & Health in infant health
The APC Microbiome Institute and DuPont Nutrition & Health have just announced a new research collaboration.
This multiyear partnership will focus on maternal and infant microbiomes, which play a critical role in infant
development and long-term health. The goal is to develop solutions to help establish a healthy microbiome in
early life, to facilitate the long-term health of the individual. This is the first major partnership of the newly
launched DuPont Microbiome Venture, which has chosen to work with the APC Microbiome Institute, a worldleading SFI Research Centre comprised of researchers and clinicians from University College Cork, Teagasc (the
Irish Agriculture and Food Development Authority) and Cork Institute of Technology.
“DuPont and the APC Microbiome Institute in Cork, will together represent a perfect partnership in pursuit of
fresh ideas and in translating microbiome science for human welfare” according to Professor Fergus Shanahan,
Director of the APC and Clinical Gastroenterologist at Cork University Hospital, “and we want to ensure rigorous
science is behind future products developed by this collaboration.”

“Microbiome science is developing extremely fast with tremendous opportunity for innovation. As one of the
pioneers in the field of the microbiome, the APC has significant breadth and depth in microbiome science
capability including an impressive track record in the areas of mother-infant and gut-brain axis. This made them
an ideal partner for DuPont Nutrition & Health’s new venture” said DuPont Nutrition & Health Global Technology
and Innovation leader, Angela Naef.

Professor Mark Ferguson, Director General of Science Foundation Ireland and Chief Scientific Adviser to the
Government of Ireland said, “Science Foundation Ireland strongly welcomes this collaboration between DuPont
Nutrition & Health and the APC Microbiome Institute. SFI Research Centres such as APC are creating essential links
with industry to drive innovation and address global research challenges. This collaboration also supports
important regional development and further enhances Ireland’s international reputation for research excellence.
We look forward to seeing the results of this partnership, with the development of cutting-edge research and
commercialisation capabilities.”

“We are delighted to be working with DuPont Nutrition & Health on this exciting project, which we are confident
will lead to new innovations in infant gut microbiome science, for advancing infant health and development,” said
Professor Catherine Stanton, project leader of this new DuPont collaboration at the APC Microbiome Institute.
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The human microbiome comprises all the microbes that live in and on the body. In fact, there are as many
microbes living in the human gut as there are cells in the human body. Academic research over the past 10 years
has demonstrated the significant role these microbes play in human health and disease, yielding revealing facts
about how a healthy microbiome can be established in early life:
•

At birth, the infant acquires its microbiota from its mother by the transfer of microbes resident in the birth
canal, gut, breast milk and skin to the infant.

•

By about two years, a mature microbiome has developed in the infant, with digestive and immune system
development linked to that of the microbiome.

•

The infant’s microbiome composition is influenced by birth mode, antibiotic use and breast milk
components such as Human Milk Oligosaccharides (HMOs).
ENDS

About APC Microbiome Institute
The APC Microbiome Institute (APC; http://apc.ucc.ie) is a world-leading SFI Research Centre, formed in 2003 with funding
from Science Foundation Ireland and in conjunction with key industry partners. It represents a seamless collaboration
between University College Cork and Teagasc (the Irish Agriculture and Food Development Authority). It is widely recognised
that the gut microbiota plays an important role in human health and has become one of the most dynamic, complex and
exciting areas of research in both food and pharmaceutical arenas. Over the last decade, the APC has established itself as one
of the leading global centres in gut microbiota research. The APC has made several landmark discoveries and has published
over 1,700 research articles in peer-reviewed journals, generating many journal covers and associated editorials. The APC
comprises over 300 individuals, from the scientific PI’s (the APC Faculty) funded by the partner Institutions, the management
team, and a dedicated group of research scientists, research assistants and postgraduate students.
Contact: Eimear Ferguson, e.ferguson@ucc.ie +353 85 7737334

About DuPont Nutrition & Health
DuPont Nutrition & Health, a business unit of DowDuPont Specialty Products Division, combines in-depth knowledge of food
and nutrition with current research and expert science to deliver unmatched value to the food, beverage and dietary
supplement industries. We are innovative solvers, drawing on deep consumer insights and a broad product portfolio to help
our customers turn challenges into high-value business opportunities. More information is available at
www.food.dupont.com.

About DowDuPont Specialty Products Division
DowDuPont Specialty Products, a division of DowDuPont (NYSE: DWDP), is a global innovation leader with technology-based
materials, ingredients and solutions that help transform industries and everyday life. Our employees apply diverse science
and expertise to help customers advance their best ideas and deliver essential innovations in key markets including
electronics, transportation, building and construction, health and wellness, food and worker safety. DowDuPont intends to
separate the Specialty Products division into an independent, publicly traded company. More information can be found
www.dow-dupont.com.

About Du Pont’s Microbiome Venture
DuPont Nutrition & Health announces (Nov. 29, 2017) the development of a significant new initiative with the creation of a
Microbiome Venture to spearhead development of new microbiome science-based solutions. The Microbiome Venture will
play a key role in DuPont’s business growth strategy. The Microbiome Venture will engage in strategic partnerships with other
microbiome science leaders in academia and industry to accelerate product development. The Microbiome Venture is a
focused entrepreneurial team with a strong connection to the larger DuPont organization, tapping into global research,
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development and commercialization capabilities. The Microbiome Venture investment will complement DuPont’s existing
product portfolio, especially in the areas of probiotics and prebiotics, including human milk oligosaccharides (HMOs.)
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